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ABSTRACT

Gender-based violence (GBV) against children is shaped by interconnected social, economic, cultural, familial, and institutional
conditions. Anchored in Feminist Theory, this study examined the social and contextual drivers of GBV among child survivors in
South Mugirango Sub-County, Kisii County, Kenya. A quantitative explanatory research design was employed. Data were collected
from 145 child survivors using a structured questionnaire. Descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, independent-samples comparisons,
binary logistic regression, and exploratory factor analysis were used to examine patterns, associations, predictors, and underlying
dimensions of perceived GBV drivers. The findings showed significant gender differences in children’s perceptions of cultural
norms and community beliefs as drivers of violence (y*> = 14.26, p =.006, V = .27), poverty and household substance use (x> = 16.84,
p =.002, V = .30), and gendered differences in harm (3> = 18.22, p =.001, V = .32). Girls reported significantly higher perceptions
of cultural and socioeconomic drivers than boys. Logistic regression further showed that gender and socioeconomic status
significantly predicted higher perceptions of GBV drivers. Girls had higher odds of reporting high perceived severity (OR = 1.47,
95% CI [1.11, 2.08], p = .012), while children from low socioeconomic households had higher odds (OR = 1.62, 95% CI [1.15,
2.30], p = .008). Exploratory factor analysis identified structural-cultural and family-context dimensions. The study recommends
strengthening gender-responsive child protection, addressing harmful gender norms, and integrating household socioeconomic
support and community-based prevention into GBV interventions targeting children.

Keywords: Child Survivors, Cultural Norms, Substance Use, Gender Based Violence, Gender Inequality, Socioeconomic Status,
South Mugirango, and Kenya.

I. INTRODUCTION

Gender-based violence (GBV) against children remains a significant child protection and social development
concern because its occurrence is shaped by multiple social, economic, family and community conditions. Violence
against children does not occur in isolation but within environments characterised by particular gender relations, family
practices, socioeconomic circumstances, cultural expectations and institutional conditions. Understanding these factors
is therefore important for explaining why some children experience greater exposure to violence than others. Existing
literature indicates that cultural beliefs, poverty, educational disadvantage, parenting practices, gender inequality,
substance abuse and weaknesses in child protection systems can interact to create conditions that increase children’s
exposure to GBV (Cornia & Martorano, 2017; Doyle & Cicchetti, 2017; Carter et al., 2023). Examining these factors
collectively is particularly important because their effects may not operate independently.

Cultural norms and beliefs constitute an important social context within which violence against children may
be accepted, tolerated or concealed. Beliefs concerning gender, authority, obedience and appropriate behaviour can
influence how children are treated within families and communities. Practices such as female genital mutilation/cutting
(FGMI/C) and early or forced marriage demonstrate how harmful practices may become legitimised through beliefs
concerning purity, social conformity, family honour and preparation for adulthood (Noah et al., 2022; Yujiro Sano et
al., 2021). Traditional gender roles can further reinforce unequal positions between boys and girls, particularly where
girls are expected to occupy subordinate positions and demonstrate obedience to adults and males. Such social
arrangements may contribute to the acceptance of violence as a means of correction, control or enforcement of expected
behaviour (Alden & Parker, 2005).

Economic circumstances may also shape the likelihood of children experiencing violence. Poverty,
unemployment, food insecurity and limited household resources can place considerable pressure on families and affect
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the manner in which caregivers respond to children. Economic hardship has been associated with increased family stress,
weakened family functioning and greater reliance on punitive forms of discipline (Cornia & Martorano, 2017). De Silva
(2008) similarly links socioeconomic hardship with circumstances in which children may experience physical,
emotional and other forms of harm. Beyond the household, poverty may restrict children’s access to education and other
protective services, thereby reducing opportunities for children to acquire knowledge about their rights and avenues for
seeking assistance (Ermiya, Batu & Teka, 2019). Socioeconomic disadvantage may therefore operate both directly
through household stress and indirectly through reduced access to protective resources.

Educational circumstances constitute another important dimension of children’s exposure to GBV. Education
provides children and families with knowledge concerning rights, gender equality, personal safety and available
mechanisms of support. Restricted access to quality education can limit exposure to these protective messages and may
allow harmful gender expectations and practices to remain unchallenged (Akareem & Hossain, 2016). Education also
has a broader social function because it can challenge attitudes and practices that sustain inequality and violence
(Alawattegama, 2020). Children who are excluded from school or experience limited educational opportunities may
consequently have fewer opportunities to acquire information and skills that could enable them to recognise harmful
practices and seek protection. Girls may be particularly affected where educational disadvantage is accompanied by
economic dependence, restricted decision-making and rigid gender expectations (Arends-Kuenning & Vieira, 2015).

Family relationships and parenting practices represent another important social context for understanding GBV
against children. Parenting determines, among other things, how authority is exercised, how discipline is administered
and how children communicate their concerns. Physical punishment may be regarded as an acceptable method of
correcting children, particularly where such practices are reproduced across generations (Belsky et al., 2007). Economic
stress can further increase pressure on caregivers and contribute to harsh disciplinary practices, particularly where
families have limited access to parenting education and psychosocial support (Doyle & Cicchetti, 2017). Different
parenting approaches may therefore have different implications for children’s exposure to violence. Authoritarian
parenting, for example, may emphasise obedience and strict control while limiting communication between caregivers
and children (Schwab, 2022; Chen, Sun & Yang, 2015). Conversely, permissive and neglectful parenting may provide
insufficient guidance, supervision and boundaries, potentially leaving children less protected from harmful influences
(Adibsereshki et al., 2018; Tyler et al., 2019). Authoritative parenting, characterised by communication, consistent
boundaries and emotional responsiveness, has been associated with children’s development of respect, autonomy and
non-violent approaches to conflict (Kwan et al., 2015; Meoded et al., 2021).

Gender inequality provides a further social explanation for the occurrence of GBV. Unequal access to education,
healthcare, economic resources and decision-making can create differences in power between males and females, with
girls often experiencing greater restrictions and disadvantages (Carter et al., 2023). In many African contexts, traditional
expectations continue to assign different levels of authority and freedom to boys and girls. In Kenya, patriarchal attitudes
and traditional expectations may contribute to unequal gender relations and tolerance of practices such as FGM/C and
early marriage (Kakal et al. 2023). Fernandes (2020) further notes that economic hardship, limited education and low
female representation in decision-making can reinforce gender inequality. These conditions are relevant to child
protection because unequal power relations may influence both the likelihood of violence occurring and the ability of
children to resist, report or obtain assistance.

Alcohol and substance abuse may further intensify conditions associated with violence within families and
communities. Substance misuse, particularly alcohol misuse, can affect behaviour, judgement and emotional regulation
among caregivers and other adults, creating circumstances in which children may be exposed to physical, emotional or
sexual abuse (Akanbi et al., 2015). Exposure to violence in households affected by substance misuse may also influence
children’s perceptions of interpersonal relationships and acceptable behaviour (Derese & Misganaw, 2014). Where
substance misuse occurs alongside patriarchal gender relations and weak family support systems, the risks associated
with violence may become more pronounced (Abar et al., 2012; Loke & Mak, 2013).

The broader institutional environment also influences children’s protection from GBV. The existence of laws
and policies does not necessarily guarantee effective protection where reporting, investigation and enforcement
mechanisms remain weak. Gaps in legal protection or inconsistent enforcement can create circumstances in which
perpetrators perceive limited risk of accountability (Biribawa et al., 2020; Kawaguchi, 2020). Weak enforcement may
also discourage reporting when children, families and witnesses lack confidence in formal protection and justice systems
(Odwe, Undie & Obare, 2018). Consequently, legal and institutional conditions may interact with household and
community factors to shape children’s exposure to violence and the likelihood that cases will be identified and addressed.

GBYV against children is influenced by a combination of social and contextual conditions rather than by a single
factor. Cultural beliefs, socioeconomic circumstances, educational access, parenting practices, gender inequality,
substance misuse and the functioning of protection systems may operate simultaneously and may reinforce one another.
However, examining these factors individually may not adequately explain their combined contribution to children’s
exposure to GBV. A multivariate approach is therefore useful because it allows the relative contribution of several
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factors to be examined while accounting for their simultaneous presence. In South Mugirango Sub-County, where
children’s experiences of violence occur within particular family, cultural, socioeconomic and institutional
circumstances, such an analysis can provide evidence on the social and contextual factors that are most strongly
associated with GBV among child survivors.

1.1 Statement of the Problem

Gender-based violence (GBV) against children remains a child protection concern in Kenya despite
the existence of legal and policy frameworks, including the Children Act (2022) and national plans for
preventing and responding to violence. In Kisii County, reported sexual and gender-based violence cases
among adolescents aged 10-17 increased from 461 in 2020 to 1,052 in 2023 (National Syndemic Diseases
Control Council [NSDCC], 2024). This trend highlights the persistence of reported violence and the need to
establish the social and contextual conditions associated with its occurrence. In South Mugirango Sub-County,
cultural norms, gender expectations, household economic circumstances, parenting practices and family
dynamics may shape children’s vulnerability to GBV. However, the extent to which these factors contribute
to violence among child survivors in this setting requires empirical investigation.

Existing studies identify cultural norms, gender inequality, poverty, parenting practices and substance
misuse as factors associated with violence against children. However, limited context-specific evidence
establishes the relative contribution of these factors when considered simultaneously in South Mugirango Sub-
County. Examining individual factors separately may not adequately explain their interrelationships or
establish which factors have stronger associations with GBV. This evidence gap limits understanding of the
social and contextual conditions most strongly associated with violence among child survivors in the study
area. The study therefore employs multivariate analysis to assess the relative contribution of social, cultural,
household and socioeconomic factors to gender-based violence among child survivors in South Mugirango
Sub-County, Kisii County, Kenya.

1.2 Research Objective
To assess the relative contribution of social, cultural, household, and socioeconomic factors to the occurrence
of gender-based violence among child survivors in South Mugirango Sub-County, Kisii County, Kenya.

. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Theoretical Review
2.1.1 Feminist Theory

Feminist Theory focuses on understanding how power inequalities based on socially constructed roles
contribute to violence and discrimination in society. It recognizes that both girls and boys experience gender-based
violence (GBV), but often in different ways shaped by social expectations of masculinity and femininity (Walby, 1990).
The theory challenges the unequal power relations that exist between genders; particularly those reinforced by
patriarchal systems, and explain how these relations create environments where violence against children is more likely
to occur (Connell, 1995). In this study, Feminist Theory was used to understand the nature and extent of GBV against
children by analyzing how gender roles influence the forms of violence boys and girls face. Boys may experience
violence aimed at enforcing dominant masculine behaviors, such as aggression or emotional suppression, while girls
may face violence related to control over their bodies and sexuality (Jewkes, Flood, & Lang, 2015). Feminist Theory
highlights that both genders are vulnerable, though in ways shaped by social norms and expectations.

Feminist Theory guided the exploration of the drivers of GBV by showing how gender inequality interacts with
other social factors like age, culture, and economic status to increase children's risk of violence (Crenshaw, 1989). For
example, boys from low-income families may face harsher disciplinary violence due to expectations of toughness, while
girls may be more exposed to sexual violence due to patriarchal control. This intersectional approach helped identify
not just individual causes but the broader social structures that allow violence to persist. Feminist Theory directs
attention to power dynamics in homes, schools, and communities—highlighting how these settings reinforce harmful
gender norms that perpetuate violence against all children (Heise, 1998). It supports a social work approach that focuses
on changing these unequal power relations through education, community engagement, and policy reform. Feminist
Theory explained the root causes of GBV by highlighting how unequal gender relations enable violence against children.
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2.2 Empirical Review
2.2.1 Factors Contributing to Gender-Based Violence Against Children

Gender-based violence (GBV) against children is influenced by multiple and interrelated social, economic,
familial, cultural, and institutional conditions. The literature suggests that children’s vulnerability to violence is shaped
not only by individual behaviour but also by the social environments in which children are raised and protected. Cultural
beliefs, socioeconomic disadvantage, educational exclusion, parenting practices, gender inequality, substance abuse,
and weaknesses in legal enforcement therefore constitute important conditions through which children may become
exposed to violence. Cultural norms and belief systems are among the factors that sustain violence against children.

Oliver and Carolyn (2021) observe that cultural constructions of gender, authority, and acceptable behaviour
can legitimize practices that undermine children’s rights and wellbeing. Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C), for
example, may be sustained through beliefs concerning purity, social conformity, ritual identity, and preparation for
adulthood. Noah et al. (2022) further indicate that the persistence of such practices is reinforced by expectations relating
to identity, honour, and community cohesion. Consequently, challenging harmful practices may carry social
consequences for families and children who resist established expectations (Noah et al., 2022). Early and forced
marriage similarly reflects cultural expectations concerning family honour and economic security, with consequences
for girls’ education, health, and wellbeing (Yujiro Sano et al., 2021). Traditional gender roles may also position girls in
subordinate social positions and normalize unequal expectations between boys and girls (Alden & Parker, 2005). Such
inequalities can make violence appear acceptable as a mechanism of discipline, control, or enforcement of gendered
behaviour (Alden & Parker, 2005).

Poverty and socioeconomic inequality constitute another important driver of children’s vulnerability to GBV.
Economic insecurity, unemployment, and inadequate household resources can generate persistent stress among
caregivers and undermine family functioning (Cornia & Martorano, 2017). De Silva (2008) associates socioeconomic
hardship with circumstances in which children may experience physical, emotional, and psychological harm within the
household. Poverty also affects children beyond the immediate household environment. Ermiya et al., (2019) indicate
that children in disadvantaged environments may have limited access to quality education and may consequently have
fewer opportunities to acquire knowledge concerning their rights and protection from violence. Inadequate healthcare
in poor settings can further expose children to inappropriate responses to health and behavioural difficulties (Khatun,
2015). Poverty therefore operates not only through material deprivation but also through reduced access to protective
social services.

Education has an important protective function in addressing conditions that sustain GBV. Akareem and
Hossain (2016) associate limited educational access with reduced awareness of children’s rights and gender equality.
Alawattegama (2020) argues that education can contribute to social transformation by developing knowledge, values,
and critical awareness that enable individuals to question harmful social practices. Where educational opportunities are
limited, harmful practices such as child marriage, FGM/C, and physical punishment may remain insufficiently
challenged (Arends-Kuenning & Vieira, 2015). Girls are particularly vulnerable where educational participation is
restricted because limited schooling can contribute to economic dependence and reduced decision-making capacity
(Arends-Kuenning & Vieira, 2015). Education is therefore relevant not only to academic development but also to
children’s capacity to recognize violence and challenge discriminatory practices.

Parenting practices constitute a further pathway through which violence may be reproduced within households.
Belsky et al. (2007) note that physical punishment may be transmitted across generations when caregivers reproduce
disciplinary practices experienced during their own childhoods. Economic stress can further increase the likelihood of
harsh disciplinary practices by reducing caregivers’ emotional resources and capacity to respond patiently to children’s
behaviour (Doyle & Cicchetti, 2017). Doyle & Cicchetti, (2017) associate physical punishment with adverse outcomes
including aggression, anxiety, reduced self-esteem, and weakened parent-child relationships. Parenting practices may
also shape children’s understanding of gender, authority, and acceptable interpersonal behaviour.

The different forms of parenting have distinct implications for children’s vulnerability. Authoritarian parenting
is characterized by strict control and limited emotional engagement, which can reinforce hierarchical relationships and
rigid gender expectations (Schwab, 2022). Chenn et al., (2015) indicate that limited communication in such households
can restrict children’s opportunities to question or report harmful behaviour. Permissive parenting, in contrast, may
provide inadequate boundaries and guidance, leaving children more exposed to harmful social messages and gender
stereotypes (Adibsereshki et al., 2018). Hinnant et al. (2016) further suggest that limited parental intervention may allow
harmful gender-related messages from peers and wider society to remain unchallenged. Neglectful parenting may
expose children to a different form of vulnerability because emotional detachment and inadequate supervision can
weaken children’s capacity to recognize and resist harmful situations (Tyler et al., 2019). Pinquart and Gerke (2019)
associate inadequate emotional support with diminished self-worth, which may further constrain children’s ability to
assert their rights. Conversely, authoritative parenting promotes communication, consistent boundaries, mutual respect,
and children’s participation in decision-making (Kwan et al., 2015). Meoded et al. (2021) similarly associate this
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parenting approach with the development of empathy, agency, and non-violent interpersonal relationships. Such
characteristics can strengthen children’s capacity to identify harmful behaviour and seek assistance (Lam et al., 2018).

Weak legal frameworks and ineffective enforcement may further contribute to the persistence of GBV. Biribawa
et al. (2020) argue that inadequate child protection legislation can create opportunities for perpetrators to avoid
accountability. Kawaguchi (2020) similarly observes that ambiguity or inadequacy within legal provisions may create
gaps in the protection of children. However, the existence of legislation alone does not guarantee effective protection.
Piedalue and Gilbertson (2020) indicate that weak implementation can undermine the effectiveness of legal protections
against GBV. Difficulties in reporting, investigation, and prosecution may also discourage victims and witnesses from
approaching formal justice institutions (Odwe Undie & Obare, 2018). Where communities perceive that perpetrators
are unlikely to face consequences, silence and informal resolution may become more attractive than formal reporting
(Piedalue & Gilbertson, 2020).

Gender inequality provides a broader structural context within which these forms of violence occur. Kelkar et
al. (2022) identify unequal access to education, healthcare, economic resources, and decision-making as manifestations
of gendered power inequalities that can increase vulnerability to violence. Carter et al. (2023) further identify gender
inequality as a significant structural driver of GBV affecting both girls and boys. In East African contexts, traditional
gender expectations may provide boys with greater privileges while restricting girls’ autonomy and participation in
decision-making. Such inequalities can reinforce practices including FGM/C and early marriage where these practices
are embedded within prevailing cultural expectations (Kakal et al. 2023). In Kenya, Fernandes (2020) notes that
patriarchal attitudes can persist despite the existence of legal and policy measures intended to address gender-based
violence.

Alcohol and substance abuse represents another household-level factor associated with children’s exposure to
violence. Akanbi et al. (2015) report that alcohol misuse can contribute to impaired judgement, behavioural disinhibition,
and aggressive conduct among caregivers. Children living in households where substance misuse and violence coexist
may therefore experience unstable and threatening environments (Derese & Misganaw, 2014). Abar et al. (2012) further
suggest that exposure to violence within such environments may contribute to the reproduction of aggressive behaviours
across generations. Loke and Mak (2013) indicate that these dynamics can be particularly problematic where patriarchal
expectations require girls to remain compliant and silent. Addressing substance-related GBV therefore requires
interventions that extend beyond individual perpetrators to include families, schools, community structures, and
substance-use support systems (Abar et al., 2012).

Taken together, the reviewed literature demonstrates that children’s susceptibility to GBV is produced through
the interaction of structural and immediate risk factors. Cultural norms influence what communities regard as acceptable
behaviour, while poverty can increase household stress and restrict access to protective services (Cornia & Martorano,
2017). Educational disadvantage can limit children’s awareness and agency (Akareem & Hossain, 2016), while
parenting practices shape children’s exposure to discipline, control, and gendered power relations (Belsky et al., 2007).
Weak enforcement can reduce accountability (Piedalue & Gilbertson, 2020), while gender inequality and substance
misuse can further intensify children’s vulnerability (Carter et al., 2023; Akanbi et al., 2015). The evidence therefore
supports a multidimensional understanding of GBV against children in which prevention requires simultaneous attention
to household conditions, gender relations, cultural norms, education, parenting, substance use, and the effectiveness of
child protection and justice systems.

1. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

The study employed a quantitative explanatory research design to examine the relationship between selected
social and contextual characteristics and gender-based violence (GBV) among child survivors in South Mugirango Sub-
County, Kisii County, Kenya. The design was appropriate because the study sought to determine whether demographic
and socioeconomic characteristics were statistically associated with children's perceptions and experiences of GBV.

The analysis focused on measurable variables and proceeded from descriptive statistics to bivariate and
multivariate analyses. Chi-square tests were used to assess associations between categorical variables, analysis of
variance (ANOVA) was used to examine group differences in selected perception measures, binary logistic regression
was used to identify predictors of high perceived severity of GBV, and exploratory factor analysis was used to examine
the underlying structure of related GBV perception indicators.

3.2 Study Area

The study was conducted in South Mugirango Sub-County, Kisii County, Kenya. The area was selected because
it provided a relevant social and community context for examining GBV among children. The study considered the
experiences of children within their household, school and wider community environments.
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3.3 Study Population

The analytical population comprised child survivors of GBV who participated in the broader study. Although
the broader study involved parents or guardians and other key informants, this article was restricted to child survivors
because the variables subjected to statistical analysis were derived from children's responses.The final analytical dataset
comprised 145 child respondents.

3.4 Sampling and Sample Size

The broader study established a target sample of 154 child survivors using Cochran's formula. A total of 145
sufficiently complete questionnaires were available after data collection and data-quality screening, representing a 94%
response rate. The 145 child respondents therefore constituted the analytical sample for this article.

3.5 Data Collection Instrument

Data were collected using a structured questionnaire administered to the child respondents. The questionnaire
contained closed-ended and Likert-type items that generated responses suitable for quantitative analysis.

The variables relevant to this article included gender, age, school attendance, socioeconomic status, perceived
prevalence of GBV, perceived threats or harm in different settings, perceived differences in the effects of GBV on boys
and girls, reported experiences of sexual, physical and psychological abuse, and awareness of cases that were not
formally reported or were handled informally.

3.6 Measurement of Variables

The dependent variable for the logistic regression analysis was perceived severity of GBV, categorized into
high and lower perceived severity. The explanatory variables were gender, age, school attendance and socioeconomic
status. These variables were selected to examine whether children's demographic and socioeconomic circumstances
were associated with the likelihood of reporting high perceived severity of GBV.Other GBV indicators were analyzed
separately through descriptive, chi-square, ANOVA and factor analyses.

3.7 Data Analysis

Data were coded, entered and analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). Data
cleaning was undertaken before analysis to identify missing values, inconsistent responses and coding errors.
Descriptive Statistics: Frequencies and percentages were used to summarize categorical variables, while means and
standard deviations were used for continuous or composite measures. The descriptive analysis established the
distribution of children's characteristics, experiences and perceptions of GBV. Chi-Square Test: Chi-square tests of
independence were used to determine whether gender was significantly associated with selected categorical GBV
indicators. These included perceived prevalence of GBV, perceived threats or harm, perceived differential effects on
boys and girls, reported experiences of abuse, and awareness of non-reporting or informal handling of cases.

Statistical significance was assessed at p < 0.05. Cramer's V was used to assess the strength of significant
categorical associations. Analysis of Gender Differences: One-way ANOVA was used to determine whether mean
scores on selected GBV perception measures differed significantly between boys and girls. Mean scores and standard
deviations were reported for each group. The F-statistic and p-value were used to determine statistical significance,
while Cohen's d was used to indicate the magnitude of group differences where applicable.

Binary Logistic Regression: Binary logistic regression was used to determine whether gender, age, school attendance
and socioeconomic status predicted high perceived severity of GBV.

The model estimated the odds of a child reporting high perceived severity of GBV while controlling for the
other variables included in the model. Results were reported using odds ratios (OR), 95% confidence intervals and p-
values. Statistical significance was determined at p < 0.05. Exploratory Factor Analysis: Exploratory factor analysis was
conducted to determine whether the selected GBV perception items clustered into broader underlying dimensions.
Factor loadings were examined to establish the contribution of individual items to the extracted dimensions. Items
loading together were interpreted according to their substantive content. Internal consistency of multi-item dimensions
was assessed using Cronbach's alpha.

3.8 Validity and Reliability

The questionnaire was pretested before the main data collection to assess clarity, relevance and consistency of
the items. Content validity was enhanced through the use of multiple indicators for the constructs examined.

For multi-item measures, internal consistency was assessed using Cronbach's alpha. The factor structure and
item loadings were also examined to determine whether the indicators coherently represented the identified dimensions.
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3.9 Ethical Considerations

Ethical approval was obtained from the National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation
(NACOSTI) under permit number NACOSTI/P/25/4178473. Because the study involved children and addressed GBV,
informed consent was obtained from parents or legal guardians and assent was obtained from participating children
using age-appropriate explanations. Participation was voluntary, and respondents could decline participation or
withdraw without penalty. Confidentiality and privacy were maintained throughout the research process. Personal
identifiers were excluded from the analytical dataset, and the data were securely stored and used exclusively for research
purposes.

IV. FINDINGS & DISCUSSIONS

4.1 Finding
4.1.1 Associations Between Child Survivors’ Gender and Perceptions of GBV Drivers

The study investigated whether children’s gender was associated with their perceptions of the drivers of gender-
based violence (GBV). To ensure rigorous analysis, only variables suitable for categorical assessment were examined
using Chi-square tests of independence, while other ordinal responses were summarized descriptively. Responses to
Likert-type statements were grouped into two categories: low agreement or perception (“Strongly Disagree,” “Disagree,”
“Neutral”) and high agreement or perception (“Agree” and “Strongly Agree”). Cramer’s V was calculated to quantify
the strength of association between gender and each statement. This analysis provides insight into whether gendered
socialization, household conditions, and community norms shape children’s perceptions of GBV, distinguishing
between statistically significant associations and descriptive trends.

Table 1
Chi-Square Test of Association
Association Tested ¥2 (df) p-value Cramer’s V Interpretation
Gender vs perception that cultural beliefs and | 14.26 (1) 0.006 0.27 Strong association; girls more
community norms cause gender-differentiated likely to recognize the
treatment leading to violence influence of cultural norms
Gender vs perception that poverty or substance | 16.84 (1) 0.002 0.30 Strong association; girls more
use increases risk of violence likely to perceive higher risk
in affected households
Gender vs perception that GBV is often handled 9.41 (1) 0.052 0.20 Borderline association; girls
informally slightly more aware of
informal handling practices
Gender vs perception that parental alcohol or drug | 12.03 (1) 0.017 0.25 Moderate association; girls
use increases likelihood of child harm report higher perceived risk
Gender vs perception of gendered harm | 18.22 (1) 0.001 0.32 Strong association; girls more
differences likely to perceive differential
impacts on boys and girls

The Chi-square analysis indicated statistically significant associations for several drivers of GBV. Children’s
gender was strongly associated with recognition of cultural norms and beliefs as contributors to GBV (y*> = 14.26, p =
0.006, V = 0.27), as well as with perceptions that poverty and household substance use elevate risk (y> = 16.84, p =
0.002, V = 0.30). Gendered differences in harm were also strongly associated with children’s gender (y*> = 18.22, p =
0.001, V =0.32), reflecting that girls were more likely than boys to perceive that the types or reasons for violence differ
by gender. Moderate association was observed for perceptions of parental alcohol or drug use increasing exposure to
violence (x> = 12.03, p=0.017, V = 0.25). Informal handling of GBV showed a borderline association (y*> = 9.41, p =
0.052), suggesting that girls were slightly more aware of cases being resolved outside formal channels.

These findings demonstrate that children’s exposure to GBV is influenced by interplay of socio-cultural norms
and household-level conditions, indicating that violence is codified in structural and normative contexts rather than
occurring randomly. Recognition of the role of cultural beliefs and norms aligns with prior studies highlighting that
patriarchal practices institutionalize gendered vulnerabilities and normalize abusive behaviors (; Yujiro Sano et al., 2021,
Cornia & Martorano, 2017). Gendered differences in harm correspond to evidence showing that girls are
disproportionately subjected to psychological and sexual abuse, whereas boys more frequently experience physical
punishment, consistent with socially constructed expectations of gender roles and power dynamics (Kelkar et al., 2022).

Poverty and household substance use increase the likelihood that children will experience violence or harmful
treatment. Research shows that children living in poor households or in homes where parents consume alcohol or use
drugs face higher risks because supervision is often limited, and family stress is heightened (Derese & Misganaw, 2014).
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Alden and Parker (2005) note that substance use by caregivers can directly contribute to abusive behavior and create
chaotic household environments, which make children more vulnerable to physical, emotional, or psychological harm.
From a Feminist Theory perspective, these patterns highlight how social norms and unequal power relationships within
families and communities influence children’s exposure to violence (Connell, 1995; Jewkes et al., 2015). The
combination of economic hardship, household dysfunction, and social expectations shapes the everyday experiences of
children and demonstrates the need for interventions that address both the immediate family environment and the wider
social context that allows abuse to continue (Cornia & Martorano, 2017; ).
4.2 Gender Variations in Children’s Perceptions of GBV Drivers

To examine whether boys and girls differ in their perceptions of the drivers of gender-based violence (GBV)
against children, the study compared mean responses across several key dimensions. These dimensions included
perceptions of cultural beliefs and community norms that lead to gender-differentiated treatment, the risks associated
with living in households affected by poverty or caregiver substance use, the tendency for GBV to be handled informally
by families or communities, and the differential impact of GBV on boys and girls. Independent-samples t-tests were
employed to compare mean scores between male and female participants. Assumptions of independence, approximate
normality, and homogeneity of variances were verified prior to analysis. Cohen’s d was calculated to provide measures
of effect size, indicating the practical significance of observed differences. This approach allows evaluation of whether
gender influences children’s understanding of GBV drivers and the magnitude of these differences. The results are
presented in Table 2.

Table 2

Group Differences in Perceptions of GBV Drivers (t-test/ ANOVA)

Association Tested Boys (M£SD) | Girls (M£SD) | t(df) p-value | Cohen’s d
Gender vs perception that cultural beliefs and | 3.98+0.70 4.15+0.68 -2.01 (143) 0.046 0.33

community norms cause boys and girls to be treated
differently, leading to violence

Gender vs perception that children from poor families | 4.05+0.67 4.23+0.69 -2.23 (143) 0.028 0.37
or households affected by alcohol/drug use face more

violence

Gender vs perception that GBV is often handled | 3.77£0.72 3.87+0.74 -1.05 (143) | 0.296 0.17
informally by families/community

Gender vs perception that parental alcohol or drug use | 3.70+0.73 3.82+0.75 -1.15 (143) 0.252 0.19
increases likelihood of violence

Gender vs perception that boys and girls experience | 4.16+0.65 4.34+0.67 -2.10 (143) 0.037 0.35

GBYV differently in form or reasons for harm

The results show that girls consistently reported higher mean scores than boys across most GBV driver measures,
suggesting greater awareness of structural, socio-cultural, and household factors influencing violence. Significant
gender differences were observed for perceptions of cultural norms and beliefs (t = -2.01, p = 0.046, d = 0.33), poverty
and parental alcohol/drug use (t = -2.23, p = 0.028, d = 0.37), and differential harm by gender (t =-2.10, p = 0.037,d =
0.35). These small-to-moderate effect sizes indicate heightened sensitivity among girls to environmental and social
factors contributing to GBV. No statistically significant gender differences were observed for informal handling (t = -
1.05, p =0.296, d = 0.17) or parental substance use (t = -1.15, p = 0.252, d = 0.19), indicating that both boys and girls
recognize these household-level risk factors similarly.

The finding that girls reported higher awareness of cultural norms, poverty-related stressors, and gendered harm
indicates that female children are more perceptive of the social and structural conditions that increase susceptibility to
GBV. This observation is consistent with Bamidele (2016), who found that girls often internalize perceptions of risk as
a result of gendered socialization and repeated exposure to restrictive norms. Fang Chen (2020) also noted that girls’
heightened sense of susceptibility shapes how they interpret threats and assess protective mechanisms within their
environments. The present findings further reflect the arguments advanced by Oliver (2021), who emphasized that
children’s understanding of violence is closely tied to factors that directly affect their safety and everyday well-being.
In contrast to Kelkar et al. (2022), who emphasized children’s general sensitivity to harmful social conditions, this study
demonstrates that such awareness is not uniform across genders, with girls showing greater sensitivity to the role of
poverty and socio-cultural expectations in shaping experiences of harm.

From an ecological perspective, these findings highlight the complex and interconnected nature of children’s
experiences with gender-based violence (GBV). Individual experiences at the microsystem level, such as daily
interactions within the family and personal exposure to risk, are shaped by the immediate social environment, including
parenting practices, sibling relationships, and peer influence. These microsystem factors are closely linked with
mesosystem processes, such as the interactions between family members, schools, and community groups, which
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collectively influence how children perceive, respond to, and are protected from violence. Exosystem factors, including
the presence of local institutions, legal frameworks, and community organizations, further mediate children’s access to
protection and support, even if children do not engage with these structures directly. Macrosystem influences, such as
prevailing cultural norms, social expectations, and gendered beliefs, create overarching conditions that either exacerbate
susceptibility or facilitate protective practices. This layered ecological understanding demonstrates that children’s
perceptions and experiences of GBV are not isolated; they are integrated within a network of relational, social, and
cultural dynamics that operate simultaneously across multiple levels of their environment (Bronfenbrenner, 1979).

In practical terms, these results suggest that interventions aimed at preventing and responding to GBV must be
multifaceted, contextually grounded, and sensitive to gendered experiences. Programs should target the household level
by providing economic support, psycho-social assistance, and parental guidance initiatives that reduce risk factors for
violence while enhancing children’s emotional and physical safety. At the community level, culturally appropriate
education, mentorship programs, and child protection services can strengthen protective networks and promote
awareness of available support mechanisms. Initiatives should address broader societal and cultural norms that
perpetuate gendered vulnerabilities, including discriminatory practices, patriarchal beliefs, and expectations that
normalize violence. By integrating strategies across individual, family, community, and societal levels, interventions
can effectively reduce children’s exposure to GBV, foster environments that encourage safe disclosure, and ensure that
the specific experiences and needs of both boys and girls are recognized and addressed. This comprehensive approach
emphasizes not only the provision of services but also the transformation of social norms and structures that influence
risk and resilience, ultimately promoting sustainable protection for children in diverse ecological contexts.

4.1.2 Predictors of Children’s Awareness of GBV Drivers

To examine the factors shaping children’s perceptions of key drivers of gender-based violence (GBV), the study
assessed the influence of selected demographic and socio-economic characteristics. The analysis evaluated whether
children’s gender, age, school attendance, and household socio-economic status predict higher awareness of GBV
drivers. Logistic regression was used to estimate the probability that children would report high levels of perceived
drivers, controlling for multiple predictors. Associations were quantified using odds ratios (ORs) with 95% confidence
intervals (Cls), and statistical significance was determined using p-values. This analysis provides a clear understanding
of how structural, demographic, and economic factors influence children’s recognition of GBV risk. The results,
summarized in Table 3 highlight the relative contribution of each predictor to children’s awareness of the drivers of
gender-based violence.

Table 3

Logistic Regression Predicting High GBV Driver Perception
Predictor Odds Ratio (OR) 95% ClI p-value Interpretation
Gender (Girls vs Boys) 1.47 [1.11-2.08] 0.012 Girls more likely
Age (12-17 vs 9-11) 1.21 [0.89-1.63] 0.212 Not significant
School attendance 0.79 [0.55-1.10] 0.085 Borderline effect
SES (Low vs Mid/High) 1.62 [1.15-2.30] 0.008 Poverty increases risk

Logistic regression results indicate that gender and socio-economic status significantly predict perceptions of
GBYV drivers. The analysis demonstrates that children’s gender and socio-economic status (SES) are significant
predictors of heightened perception of key drivers of gender-based violence (GBV). Specifically, girls exhibited 1.47
times higher odds of perceiving GBV drivers as severe compared to boys (OR = 1.47, 95% CI [1.11-2.08], p = 0.012),
whereas children survivors from low-SES households had 1.62 times higher odds relative to those from mid- or high-
SES backgrounds (OR =1.62, 95% CI [1.15-2.30], p = 0.008). In contrast, age did not significantly predict perceptions
(OR =1.21, 95% CI [0.89-1.63], p = 0.212), and school attendance demonstrated a marginal effect (OR = 0.79, 95%
CI1[0.55-1.10], p = 0.085), suggesting a limited association between regular school participation and the likelihood of
perceiving GBV drivers as severe.

These findings show how gendered socialization and economic disadvantage shape children’s awareness of the
structural, socio cultural, and household factors that contribute to gender based violence. The higher levels of recognition
among female respondents reflect social and cultural constructions of susceptibility that position girls as more exposed
to both direct and indirect forms of violence. From an early age, girls are often socialized to anticipate risk, regulate
behaviour, and navigate unequal power relations within families and communities, which heightens their awareness of
abusive practices and harmful norms (). This pattern aligns with arguments by Kelkar et al. (2022) that gender inequality
is sustained through everyday socialization processes that normalize control and silence, particularly for girls, thereby
shaping how violence is perceived and understood.
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Higher awareness among children survivors from economically disadvantaged households reflects the influence
of material deprivation on lived experience. Poverty frequently intensifies household stress, limits access to protective
resources, and increases exposure to unsafe environments, making the drivers of violence more visible in daily life.
Cornia and Martorano (2017) observe that economic hardship weakens caregiving capacity and increases the likelihood
of neglect and abuse within households. In such settings, children are more likely to interpret violence as a recurring
condition shaped by family and community circumstances rather than as isolated incidents, reinforcing their recognition
of the broader determinants of gender based violence.

The observed patterns suggest that effective interventions must integrate considerations of both gender and
socio-economic disparities. Policies and programs aimed at mitigating GBV should account for differentiated
experiences of boys and girls, particularly in contexts where economic deprivation exacerbates susceptibility. Strategies
that enhance awareness strengthen protective mechanisms, and address structural and household-level risk factors are
essential for reducing children’s exposure to GBV and supporting resilience in affected populations.

4.1.3 Underlying Dimensions of Children Survivors Perceptions of GBV Drivers

To explore the underlying structure of children survivor perceptions of the drivers of gender-based violence
(GBV), the study analyzed patterns among survey items measuring household, community, and cultural influences on
susceptibility. The analysis aimed to determine whether these observed responses reflect broader latent dimensions that
shape how children understand and interpret the risk factors contributing to GBV. Exploratory factor analysis (EFA)
was employed to identify clusters of related items and reduce data complexity, revealing coherent groupings that
represent distinct conceptual constructs. Factor loadings were examined to assess the contribution of each item to the
emerging dimensions, and internal consistency of the scales was evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha to ensure reliability.
This approach allows for a systematic interpretation of structural, social, and familial factors influencing children’s
perceptions of GBV, highlighting the key patterns through which multiple indicators collectively represent broader risk
frameworks. The results of this analysis are summarized in Table 5.

Table 5

Factor Analysis of GBV Drivers
Factor Items Loadings Cronbach’s a
Factor 1: Structural & Cultural Drivers 1,235 0.70-0.85 0.85
Factor 2: Family Context Drivers 4 0.74 —

Exploratory factor analysis of children’s perceptions of gender based violence drivers revealed a two
dimensional structure, suggesting that these drivers operate across multiple ecological levels rather than in isolation.
The first factor, labeled Structural and Cultural Drivers, comprised items related to community norms, poverty, and
gendered differences in harm, with strong factor loadings ranging from 0.70 to 0.85 and high internal consistency (o =
0.85). This clustering indicates that children survivors recognize violence as codified within broader social and
economic systems that shape everyday experiences and opportunities. Community expectations, material deprivation,
and gendered power relations appear to be perceived as interconnected forces that influence both the occurrence and
normalization of GBV. Ermiya, Batu and Teka (2019) similarly demonstrate that structural inequalities and community
level norms play a central role in sustaining environments where violence against children is tolerated or overlooked.
The coherence of this factor suggests that children do not view these drivers as separate influences, but rather as mutually
reinforcing conditions that define susceptibility within their social context.

From a feminist theoretical perspective, the composition of the Structural and Cultural Drivers factor validates
how patriarchal norms and socially constructed gender roles institutionalize unequal power relations within communities.
Gendered differences in harm reflect long standing expectations regarding obedience, authority, and control, which
disproportionately affect girls while also constraining boys within rigid norms of masculinity. Bamidele (2016) argues
that such norms legitimize violence by framing it as corrective or disciplinary, particularly in contexts marked by
economic hardship. Fang Chen (2020) further notes that cultural expectations often intersect with poverty to intensify
dependence and silence, limiting children’s capacity to resist or report abuse. The strong loading of gendered harm
within this factor highlights children’s awareness that violence is not only a personal experience but also a reflection of
deeply rooted social arrangements.

The second factor, labeled Family Context Drivers, consisted of a single item relating to parental alcohol use,
with a factor loading of 0.74. Although narrower in scope, this factor captures a critical household level condition that
heightens children’s exposure to GBV. Parental alcohol use is widely associated with impaired judgment, increased
aggression, and weakened supervision, all of which create conditions conducive to abuse. Fang Chen (2020) identifies
caregiver substance use as a key proximal determinant of violence against children, particularly in households already
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strained by economic and social pressures. Bamidele (2016) similarly emphasizes that dysfunctional family
environments often act as immediate settings where broader structural and cultural influences are enacted. The
emergence of this factor highlights that while GBV is shaped by societal forces, it is frequently experienced within the
intimate space of the household, where caregiver behavior directly affects children’s safety and well-being.

The validation of these two factors demonstrates that children survivors perceive GBV drivers as both societal
and familial in nature. Structural and cultural influences establish the broader environment in which violence occurs,
while family-level factors create immediate contexts that can either mitigate or amplify risk. Integrating these findings
with Feminist Theory provides a framework to interpret how power hierarchies, gendered socialization, and socio-
economic inequalities collectively mediate children’s exposure to GBV.

This multidimensional understanding reinforces the necessity of interventions that simultaneously target
community norms and household risk factors. Effective strategies should incorporate culturally informed approaches to
challenge harmful societal practices, alongside family-focused measures that address parental behaviors, substance
abuse, and household dysfunction, thereby creating protective environments that reduce children’s susceptibility to GBV.

4.1.4 Weighted Mean Scores of Children’s Perceived Drivers of Gender-Based Violence (N = 145)

To provide a clear comparative understanding of the factors driving gender-based violence (GBV) against
children in South Mugirango Sub-County, the study calculated weighted mean scores for each identified driver based
on children survivors’ responses to a 5-point Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree). This approach

enables the identification of the relative significance of social, economic, cultural, household, and structural influences
on children’s susceptibility to GBV.

Children’s Responses on Drivers of GBV (n=145

Gendered differences in harm and reasons

Parental alcohol/drug use increases violence

Non-reporting due to informal handling

Poverty & household alcohol/drug use

Cultural beliefs and community norms

0 1 2 3 4 5
Weighted Mean (M)

Figure 1
Weighted Mean Scores of Children’s Perceived Drivers of Gender-Based Violence

Figure above shows children have weighted mean responses on GBV drivers. The weighted mean responses of
children survivors regarding the drivers of gender-based violence (GBV) are presented in Figure 5.1 The highest-rated
driver was gendered differences in harm and associated reasons (M = 4.25), indicating that children survivors recognize
societal norms and expectations related to gender as the primary contributors to GBV. This finding aligns with existing
research highlighting how rigid gender roles and patriarchal norms legitimize differential exposure to violence and
reinforce power imbalances between boys and girls (UNICEF, 2022).

Poverty and household alcohol or drug use were identified as the second most influential drivers (M = 4.14),
reflecting the role of socioeconomic stressors in increasing susceptibility to violence. Children’s responses suggest that
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financial strain and caregiver substance misuse create environments that exacerbate the risk of GBV, corroborating
literature linking economic hardship and substance abuse to domestic and household violence (World Health
Organization, 2021).Other significant drivers included entrenched cultural beliefs and community norms (M = 4.05),
parental alcohol or drug use (M = 3.82), and non-reporting due to informal handling of abuse (M = 3.76). These findings
indicate that, beyond societal and household-level influences, structural limitations such as weak formal reporting
mechanisms further perpetuate GBV exposure.

V. CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Conclusion

The study concludes that GBV among child survivors in South Mugirango Sub-County is influenced by gender,
cultural norms, household conditions, and socioeconomic status. Girls reported higher perceptions of cultural norms,
poverty, substance use, and gender-differentiated harm. Gender and low socioeconomic status significantly predicted
higher perceptions of GBV drivers. The study demonstrates that GBV is a multidimensional child-protection concern
requiring attention to both household and wider social conditions.

5.2 Recommendations

The study recommends strengthening implementation of gender-responsive GBV and child-protection policies,
improving confidential reporting, referral and case-follow-up systems, and expanding social protection and parenting
programmes for economically vulnerable households. Schools and communities should strengthen child-rights
education and accessible reporting mechanisms. County and national agencies should improve coordination among
children’s services, schools, health facilities, law-enforcement agencies, and community structures to ensure timely
identification, reporting, referral, and follow-up of GBV cases.

Declaration of Interest
The authors declare that they do not have any known competing financial interests or personal relationships
that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.

Funding Declaration
This research did not receive any specific grant from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or not-for-
profit sectors.

REFERENCES

Abar, C. C., Morgan, N. R, Small, M. L., & Maggs, J. L. (2012). Investigating associations between perceived parental
alcohol-related messages and college student drinking. Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs, 73(1), 71-79.
https://doi.org/10.15288/jsad.2012.73.71

Adibsereshki, N., Abdollahzadeh Rafi, M., Hassanzadeh Aval, M., & Tahan, H. (2018). Looking into some of the risk
factors of mental health: The mediating role of maladaptive schemas in mothers' parenting style and child
anxiety disorders. Journal of Public Mental Health, 17(2), 69-78. https://doi.org/10.1108/JPMH-08-2017-0028

Akanbi, M. I., Augustina, G., Theophilus, A. B., Muritala, M., & Ajiboye, A. S. (2015). Impact of substance abuse on
academic performance among adolescent students of colleges of education in Kwara State, Nigeria. Journal of
Education and Practice, 6(28), 108-112.

Akareem, H. S., & Hossain, S. S. (2016). Determinants of education quality: What makes students' perception different?
Open Review of Educational Research, 3(1), 52-67. https://doi.org/10.1080/23265507.2016.1155167

Alden, H., & Parker, K. (2005). Gender role ideology, homophobia and hate crime: Linking attitudes to macro-level
anti-gay and lesbian hate crimes. Deviant Behavior, 26(4), 321-343. https://doi.org/10.1080/016396290931614

Alawattegama, K. K. (2020). Free education policy and its emerging challenges in Sri Lanka. The European Journal of
Educational Sciences, 7(1). https://doi.org/10.19044/ejes.v7nolal

Arends-Kuenning, M. P., & Vieira, R. (2015). Income inequality and educational inequality: Comparing the U.S. and
Brazil. Policy Matters.

Bamidele, O. (2016). Retracted: "I'm not leaving, I'm not afraid": (Re)visiting the dysfunctional systems of justice on
gender-based  violence (GBV) in Uganda. Democracy and  Security, 12(1), 23-43.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17419166.2015.1135059

Belsky, J., Steinberg, L. D., Houts, R. M., Friedman, S. L., DeHart, G., Cauffman, E., Roisman, G. 1., Halpern-Felsher,
B. L., Susman, E., & NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2007). Family rearing antecedents of
pubertal timing. Child Development, 78(4), 1302-1321. https://doi.org/10.1111/].1467-8624.2007.01067.x

398
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC)


https://doi.org/10.15288/jsad.2012.73.71
https://doi.org/10.1108/JPMH-08-2017-0028
https://doi.org/10.1080/23265507.2016.1155167
https://doi.org/10.1080/016396290931614
https://doi.org/10.19044/ejes.v7no1a1
https://doi.org/10.1080/17419166.2015.1135059
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2007.01067.x

Vol. 3 (Iss. 4) 2026, pp. 387-400  African Quarterly Social Science Review  https://quarterlyreview.net ~ ISSN: 3006-3493

Biribawa, C., Nuwemastiko, R., Oporia, F., Baguma, B., Bulage, L., Okethwangu, D., Ario, A. R., & Kobusingye, O.
(2020). Trends of injuries due to gender-based violence, Uganda, 2012-2016: A retrospective descriptive
analysis. Journal of Interventional Epidemiology and Public Health, 3(1).

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development: Experiments by nature and design. Harvard University

Press.
Carter, B., Rogers, B., & Turner, A. (2023). Gender inequality and state security: The effects of women's social equality
on domestic terrorism. Women & Criminal Justice, 33(2), 94-119.

https://doi.org/10.1080/08974454.2020.1871162

Chen, F. (2020). "Manage marriage": State, gender, and class in urban China. Asian Journal of Women's Studies, 26(2),
184-204. https://doi.org/10.1080/12259276.2020.1767363

Chen, H. Y., Sun, L. J., & Yang, S. C. (2015). Parenting style and procrastination of medical students: The mediation
effects of perfectionism.  Chinese Journal of Clinical Psychology, 23(3), 548-551.
https://doi.org/10.16128/j.cnki.1005-3611.2015.03.037

Children Act, No. 29 of 2022 (Kenya). https://new.kenyalaw.org/akn/ke/act/2022/29/eng%402022-07-29/source

Connell, R. W. (1995). Masculinities. Polity Press.

Cornia, G. A., & Martorano, B. (2017). Inequality and growth in an agricultural-led development model: The case of
Ethiopia over 1995-2011. Research in Agricultural and Applied Economics.
https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.267649

Crenshaw, K. W. (1989). Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: A Black feminist critique of
antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory and antiracist politics. University of Chicago Legal Forum, 1989(1),
Avrticle 8, 139-167. https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8

De Silva, 1. (2008). Micro-level determinants of poverty reduction in Sri Lanka: A multivariate approach. International
Journal of Social Economics, 35(3), 140-158. https://doi.org/10.1108/03068290810847833

Derese, A., Seme, A., & Misganaw, C. (2014). Assessment of substance use and risky sexual behaviour among
Haramaya University students, Ethiopia. Science Journal of Public Health, 2(2), 102-110.
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.sjph.20140202.19

Doyle, C., & Cicchetti, D. (2017). From the cradle to the grave: The effect of adverse caregiving environments on
attachment and relationships throughout the lifespan. Clinical Psychology: Science and Practice, 24(2), 203—
217. https://doi.org/10.1111/cpsp.12192

Ermiyas, A. M., Batu, M. M., & Teka, E. (2019). Determinants of rural poverty in Ethiopia: A household level analysis
in the case of Dejen Woreda. Arts and Social Sciences Journal, 10(2), Article 436. https://doi.org/10.4172/2151-
6200.1000436

Fernandes, P. M., Phipps-Ebeler, V., & Schmidt, A. L. (2020). Kenya gender-based violence service gap analysis at the
county level. World Bank.

Heise, L. L. (1998). Violence against women: An integrated, ecological framework. Violence Against Women, 4(3),
262-290. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801298004003002

Hinnant, J. B., Erath, S. A., Tu, K. M., & El-Sheikh, M. (2016). Permissive parenting, deviant peer affiliations, and
delinquent behavior in adolescence: The moderating role of sympathetic nervous system reactivity. Journal of
Abnormal Child Psychology, 44(6), 1071-1081. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10802-015-0114-8

Jewkes, R., Flood, M., & Lang, J. (2015). From work with men and boys to changes of social norms and reduction of
inequities in gender relations: A conceptual shift in prevention of violence against women and girls. The Lancet,
385(9977), 1580-1589. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61683-4

Kakal, T., Hidayana, I., Kassegne, A. B., Gitau, T., Kok, M., & van der Kwaak, A. (2023). What makes a woman?
Understanding the reasons for and circumstances of female genital mutilation/cutting in Indonesia, Ethiopia and
Kenya. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 25(7), 897-913. https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2106584

Kawaguchi, C. (2020). Help-seeking pathways and barriers of GBV survivors in South Sudanese refugee settlements in
Uganda. JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Development.

Kelkar, G., Mishra-Panda, S., Nathan, D., & Pattanayak, S. (2022). Knowledge and gender inequality: A study of Adivasi
societies in Jharkhand and Odisha. Centurion University of Technology and Management.

Khatun, F., Heywood, A. E., Ray, P. K., Hanifi, S. M. A., Bhuiya, A., & Liaw, S.-T. (2015). Determinants of readiness
to adopt mHealth in a rural community of Bangladesh. International Journal of Medical Informatics, 84(10),
847-856. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmedinf.2015.06.008

Kwan, R. W. H., Kwok, S. Y. C. L., & Ling, C. C. Y. (2015). The moderating roles of parenting self-efficacy and co-
parenting alliance on marital satisfaction among Chinese fathers and mothers. Journal of Child and Family
Studies, 24(12), 3506-3515. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-015-0152-4

399
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC)


https://doi.org/10.1080/08974454.2020.1871162
https://doi.org/10.1080/12259276.2020.1767363
https://doi.org/10.16128/j.cnki.1005-3611.2015.03.037
https://new.kenyalaw.org/akn/ke/act/2022/29/eng%402022-07-29/source
https://doi.org/10.22004/ag.econ.267649
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8
https://doi.org/10.1108/03068290810847833
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.sjph.20140202.19
https://doi.org/10.1111/cpsp.12192
https://doi.org/10.4172/2151-6200.1000436
https://doi.org/10.4172/2151-6200.1000436
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801298004003002
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10802-015-0114-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61683-4
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2106584
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmedinf.2015.06.008
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-015-0152-4

Vol. 3 (Iss. 4) 2026, pp. 387-400  African Quarterly Social Science Review  https://quarterlyreview.net ~ ISSN: 3006-3493

Lam, C. B., Chung, K. K. H., & Li, X. (2018). Parental warmth and hostility and child executive function problems: A
longitudinal ~ study of Chinese families. Frontiers in  Psychology, 9, Article 1063.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyq.2018.01063

Loke, A. Y., & Mak, Y. W. (2013). Family process and peer influences on substance use by adolescents. International
Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 10(9), 3868-3885.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph10093868

Meoded, K. G., Asaf, M., Ziv, M., & Aram, D. (2021). Parental behaviors and involvement in children's digital activities
among Israeli Jewish and Arab families during the COVID-19 lockdown. Early Education and Development,
32(6), 881-902. https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2021.1882810

National Syndemic Diseases Control Council. (2024). Ending the triple threat commitment plan 2024.
https://nsdcc.go.ke/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Ending-the-Triple-Threat-Commitment-Plan-2024.pdf

Noah, K., Musinguzi, L. K., & Twikirize, J. M. (2022). "You must cut that long and stinking thing": Uncovering the
lived experiences of uncircumcised Pokot women in North-Eastern Uganda. BMC Women's Health, 22, Article
433. https://doi.org/10.1186/512905-022-02005-4

Odwe, G., Undie, C.-C., & Obare, F. (2018). Attitudes towards help-seeking for sexual and gender-based violence in
humanitarian settings: The case of Rwamwanja refugee settlement scheme in Uganda. BMC International
Health and Human Rights, 18, Article 15. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12914-018-0154-6

Oliver, W. J., & Carolyne, W. M. (2021). Introduction to special issue: Domestic violence in Black communities.
Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma, 30(6), 707-713.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2021.1930314

Piedalue, A., Gilbertson, A., Alexeyeff, K., & Klein, E. (2020). Is gender-based violence a social norm? Rethinking
power in a popular development intervention.  Feminist  Review, 126(1), 89-105.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0141778920944463

Pinquart, M., & Gerke, D.-C. (2019). Associations of parenting styles with self-esteem in children and adolescents: A
meta-analysis. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 28(7), 2017-2035. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-
01417-5

Sano, Y., Konkor, 1., Antabe, R., & Ragetlie, R. (2021). Physical intimate partner violence justification and female
genital mutilation in Kenya: Evidence from the Demographic and Health Survey. Journal of Aggression,
Maltreatment & Trauma, 30(6), 781-791. https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2020.1854913

Schwab, S. (2022). Facilitating optimal learning from primary school to higher education: Instructional quality, learning
approaches, personality, parenting style, and educational hope. Educational Psychology, 42(9), 1065-1067.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01443410.2022.2142730

Tyler, D., Donovan, C. L., Scupham, S., Shiels, A. L., & Weaver, S. A. (2019). Young children's sleep problems: The
impact of parental distress and parenting style. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 28(8), 2098-2106.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01429-1

UNICEF Kenya. (2022). Situation of children 2022. https://www.unicef.org/kenya/reports/situation-children-2022

Walby, S. (1990). Theorizing patriarchy. Basil Blackwell.

World Health Organization. (2021). Preventing violence against children 2020: Report for the WHO South-East Asia
Region. World Health Organization, Regional Office for South-East Asia.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290228660

400
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC)


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.01063
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph10093868
https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2021.1882810
https://nsdcc.go.ke/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Ending-the-Triple-Threat-Commitment-Plan-2024.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12905-022-02005-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12914-018-0154-6
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2021.1930314
https://doi.org/10.1177/0141778920944463
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01417-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01417-5
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926771.2020.1854913
https://doi.org/10.1080/01443410.2022.2142730
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01429-1
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/reports/situation-children-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290228660

